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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CapX2020 Transforms Upper Midwest Electric Grid
Final project in South Dakota taps into state’s wind rich resources
Brookings, South Dakota — August 30, 2017 — With multiple new wind and other generation
projects waiting to interconnect, Xcel Energy and Otter Tail Power Company today announced
the completion of the 70-mile CapX2020 Big Stone South-Brookings County 345-kilovolt
transmission line in South Dakota.
Xcel Energy and Otter Tail Power Company are joint owners of the $140 million project. The line
runs between the new Big Stone South Substation near Big Stone City and the existing Brookings
County Substation about 10 miles northeast of Brookings.
“These significant investments are essential to positioning South Dakota for future renewable
energy production. We’re excited about the new paths for solar and wind energy that will be
opened up as a result of this important initiative,” said Gov. Dennis Daugaard.
“Today, there are no less than eight wind projects and a natural gas generation facility
requesting to interconnect to this line and the new substation,” said Teresa Mogensen, Senior
Vice President for Xcel Energy. “The common denominator for all of these projects is the
CapX2020 electric transmission infrastructure investment. “
CapX2020 is a joint initiative of 11 transmission‐owning utilities in Minnesota, North Dakota,
South Dakota and Wisconsin formed to upgrade and expand the electric transmission grid to
ensure continued reliable and affordable service. The 800 mile, $2 billion investment includes
four 345‐kilovolt transmission lines and a 230-kilovolt line.
“CapX2020 is a great example of collaboration. Investor-owned electric utilities, electric
cooperatives, and municipally-owned electric utilities all worked together in an unprecedented
way through transmission expansion to ensure we can continue to provide safe, reliable, and
affordable energy to our customers. In this respect, we’re a model for the rest of the country in
transmission development. We’ve accomplished much more together than we ever could do
alone,” said Tim Rogelstad, President of Otter Tail Power Company.
“The completion of this transmission line is a boon to electric reliability in South Dakota. I
commend the partners in this project, Xcel Energy and Otter Tail Power Company, for their
commitment and steady progress to improve infrastructure for our state,” stated South Dakota
Public Utilities Chairperson Kristie Fiegen.

The project is one of 16 multi-value projects approved by the Midcontinent Independent System
Operator, Inc. The Multi-value projects will help expand and enhance the region’s transmission
system, reduce congestion, provide access to affordable energy sources, as well as meet public
policy requirements.
“Major transmission lines, like the CapX2020 project, are helping to unlock the potential for a
major build out of wind energy in the Midwest, while also offering important reliability benefits
for customers” said Beth Soholt, executive director of Wind on the Wires.
For more information visit Capx2020.com or follow us on Twitter.
Xcel Energy (NYSE: XEL) provides the energy that powers millions of homes and businesses
across eight Western and Midwestern states. Headquartered in Minneapolis, the company is an
industry leader in responsibly reducing carbon emissions and producing and delivering clean
energy solutions from a variety of renewable sources at competitive prices. For more
information, visit www.xcelenergy.com or follow us on Twitter and Facebook
Otter Tail Power Company, a subsidiary of Otter Tail Corporation (NASDAQ Global Select
Market: OTTR), is headquartered in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. With a balanced commitment to
environmental, economic, and community stewardship, the company provides electricity and
energy services to more than a quarter million people in Minnesota, North Dakota, and South
Dakota. To learn more about Otter Tail Power Company visit otpco.com. To learn more about
Otter Tail Corporation visit ottertail.com.

